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H E Continuance 5 the 2 dar Pr: ra- 
ceedings complained of in 3 - following © 
Papers will, it is hoped, be ſome Hpalogy 
for maki ng. them - publick ; eſpecially, when the 
Reader is. acquainted, that they failed of making 
ſuch Impreſſions on the t Perſons to whom they 
were all addreſſed, (the two laſt Letters excepted) 
as the Writer of them was willing to. hope they * 

* poſſibly might. Fever, the Diſregard aobich they 
met with in private does not wholly diſcourage him | 
from trying whether the ingenuous Part of thoſe | 
Perſons, who go under the Name of Methodiſts, } 
may not be di rſpoſed wo Conſider them, and to Re- er- 
amine the Graunds on which they build their Prac- 
tice of frequenting thoſe Meetings, which give O 
fence to Perſons, toho, by reaſon of the Dignity of 
their Sacred Office, ought to be Reſpected and 
Honoured. — By Diſregard, He does not mean 
that He received any Verbal Incivilities from the 
Gentlemen for whoſe Service theſe Letters were 
formerly penned, but a Non-compliance with what 
fl appears to him fitting and 3 on more 
Accounts 


—— 


1 — 6—— — 


| iv, THE PREFACE. 
i Aan than one, for Him to Aſk, and for Them 
| 40 Grant. > 1 r 


| able) to contribute towards the Service of what 
He takes to be the Cauſe of Truth, may meet with 


and the Benevolent, who are wont to make Albu- 
ances for Imperfections, when they diſcover an En- 


| 
| 
| 


have met with hitherto. 


ſevere Caſt of Mind, of 'more confined, and 
melancholic Sentiments, be is loth to imagine 
that what was Well. meant, will be It received. 


Note, 1t is to o be freed, in ; Puftice to the Me 
mory of one of the Perſons o whow the firſt 
Part of the following LRT T ers were written, that 
He made Acknowlegement in bis latter Productions 
| of the Intemperance of bis: Zeal, and of ſome un- 

' guarded Expreſſims in bis firſt Publications. 


* This Attempt {however ſmall and- " EP," | 
no unfavourable Reception, from the Thoughtful 


deavour to do Good: In this View He reviſed 1 


enſurng Sheets, not without Hopes that they may 
' ſhare of their uſual Candor and Indulgence. This 


bi ould be fome Recompence for oe Inattention they 


And even as to Perfons of a darker, and more 
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To the Reverend Mr W —. 


roth April, 1741. 


taking upon you the Office of judging and 
condemning the unknown, though certain- 
ly godly, Author of The Whole Duty of Man, 
and likewiſe the (late) pious and charitable Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, Dr TiLLoTsoN. In at- 
tacking theſe two Perſons, you thruſt ſore at 
real Friends to the Cauſe of CuRISTr, and en- 
deavour, too unadviſedly, I fear, todifcredit the 
Works of two departed Souls, with whom, _ 
humbly truſt, you will dwell in the raviſhing 
Sweets of celeſtial, everlaſting Friendſhip. 
The late Mr LuporLen, in his Third Medita- 
tion, Page 14, beſtows the Epithet of inlightened 
on the firſt-named Author: © The znlightened 
e Author, ſays he, of The Whole Duty of Man, 
* makes very good Remarks upon the Subject- 
* of Self- Love. And again, in Meditation VI. 


J Cannot help expreſſing my Concern at your 


p. 27, he adds, Thoſe that think our Sa- : 


e yiour too plain in recommending of theſe 
« Virtues ſof the Goſpel] may read The Whole 
Duty of Man, where they are treated of more 
*« nel hodically, and in a Stile more ſuitable to 
the Temper of the Times.” And the late 
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2 Ex rRACTS of LETTERS 


Mr Born, in his Epiſtle Dedicatory before Mr 
Luporpu's Funeral Sermon. quotes a Paſſage, a 
very juſt one, out of Archbiſhop TrLLoTsoN's 
Writings, and (tiles him an eminent Divine. Had 
you been perſonally acquainted with thoſe two 
Perſons, I cannot be perſuaded that you would 
have written againſt them in the Manner you 
have done: Or, had you taken an impartial, 


deliberate Survey of theWhole of their Writings, 


you would have had Cauſe enough to acknow- 
ledge, that they were Labourers in the Loxp's 
Vineyard, and were to. be highly eſteemed for 
their Work's Sake. — Let me conjure you to 
think again very ſeriouſly on your Treatment of 
theſe Perſons: Indeed you was very ill furniſh- 
with Materials for ſitting as a Fudge upon 
eir Characters and Writings ; and I hope in 
Gop, you will ſee the Error of your Behaviour 
towards their Memories. Upon the Whole, from 
the Bottom of my Heart I pray, that the Ene- 
my of Souls may not catch you in any of his 
Snares. May the Meekneſs of Wiſdom and pre- 
cious Charity be your Portion. 
In the Love of our Saviour CHRIST, I deſire 
eyer to remain | "HT eee 


Your Friend and Servant, 


Relating io My THODISTS,. Oc. 


To the Reverend er "219% 
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March 22, ir. 


I N Anſwer to. the firſt Part of your Ts 

give me Leave to obſerve, that I have never 
CE from you ſince I wrote to you ſeveral 
Months ago. My Approbation can by no 
Means be given to your indiſcreet, tumultuous, 
irregular Proceedings. To ſpeak my Mind free- 
ly, (which I beg of you not to take amiſs) I fear 
you have greatly offended a moſt juſt and holy 
Bop, by breaking the moſt ſolemn Promiſes 
made at your Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry, as well as by your contemptuous, and 1 
may fafely add, uncharitable Treatment of two 
* Souls, now, I firmly believe, in the 
Regions of Happineſs; I mean the Author gf 
The Mole Duty of Man, and Archbiſhop TIE- 
LOTSON. What blinds, or bewitches Mr W , 
Not to ſee and acknowledge his Trjuftice to the 
Memory of Perſons, whoſe Writings he never 
carefully examined, and yet againſt whom he 
has printed moſt rude, and untrue Aſperſions? 
With what Face can he ever meet them at the 
Judgment-Seat of CHRIST, except he repents 
of this his unchriſtian Rafhneſs, and flies for 
Refuge to the Wounds of the crucified Jesvs ? 
O] that you would be perſuaded to conſider 
with that Seriouſneſs which the Thing deſerves, 
B 2 how 


4 FExTRacts ff LETTERS 
how little you have ſet by the ſolemn and 
weighty Queltions put -Home to your Conſci- 
ence by the Biſhop of ——, who ordained you 
both Deacon and Prieſt. A Violation of thoſe 
Vows, moſt of all, an obſtinate and ſtubborn 
Perſeverance in the Breach of them, is a Crime 
many Degrees beyond Human Infirmity, and 
ill, it may juſtly be feared, if perſiſted in, 


. Ae a Covering of the Eyes of your Under- 
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ſtanding, and a Conſignment of you over, be- 
yond Recovery, to the Delirium of a heated 
Fancy.—But a Retreat is not yet too late: You 
may yet, I will humbly hope and pray, ſubmit 
yourklf to the holy and wiſe Precepts of the 
King of Salm, our celeſtial Melchizedech. By 
the Workings of divine Grace on your Heart, 
may yet repent truly of your Faults; and, 
| ye coming again to the Paths of Chriſtian Wiſdom 
and Prudence, approve yourſelf to be (what 1 
eſteemed you, and I think juſtly, when I firſt 
knew you) a ſincere, devo, uſeful Miniſter 
of CHRIST. 


| I am fiill your hearty Well-IWi her, but not fo much 
© as I ought to be a Mourner * your raſh Beba- 
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Relating io METHOD IS TS, Sc. 5 


To the Reverend Mr W- -D. 


34 Pb. 1742. 


As I find you are yet in Town, I think it 
proper to acquaint you that I received the 
Books you ſent me, for which I could thank 
you with greater Heartineſs, did I not perceive 
in them, particularly in your Volume of Sermons, 
ſeveral Paſſages which I am certain muſt offend 


any judicious, Chriſtian Reader, I have not 


Leiſure at preſent to enumerate many Particu- 


lars ; I ſhall therefore content 7 8 with ſe- - 


lecting a few of them, and leave them with you 
to conſider of in your cool Hours of Retirement; 
the more of which you allow yourſelf, the bet- 
ter it may be for you. eee, 


Firſt then, in Sermon the Firſt, Page 9, you 


charge Arminian Principles with being Antichriſe 


tian ones. This ſurely can never be the Lan- 


guage of Charity, which 1s not raſh, doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly. Arminivs, Iam verily 
perſuaded, was * a fincere Chriſtian; while you 


are therefore thus defaming his Memory, I think 
Fou 


* The following Paſſage which I have met with in 


W aLToN's Life of Sir HENRY WoTToNn, (Page 53.) 


ſince my writing this Letter, ſeems ſo pertinent to the Oc- 
caſion, that l beg Leave to inſert it in this Place. It is 
thus: © In my Travels, (ſays Sir Henry) towards Venice, 
« as I paſſed through Germany, I reſted almoſt a Year at Ley- 


B 3 % den, 


\ 


& Exraacrs f LETTERS 
you are doing Injury (as far as a departed Soul 


s capable of being injured) to one who heartily 


loved JesUs CyR1sT, and is now, I queſtion not, 
in the Realms of Light and Glory. What Pity 


te den, Where I entered into an Acquaintance with AR- 
* MIN1Us (then the Profeſſor of Divinity in that Univer- 
« fity (a Man much talked of in this Age, which is made 
<« up of Oppoſition and Controverſy. And indeed, if I 
« miſtake not Ax Mu ius in his Expreſſions (as fo weak a 
& Brain as mine may eaſily do) then I know I differ from 
« him in ſome Points; yet I profeſs my Judgment of him 


& tobe, that he was a Man of moſt rare Learning, and 1 


S7 


% knew him to be of a moſt ſtriẽt Life, and 4 moſt meek 


- © Spirit. And that he was ſo mild, appears by his Propofals 


& to our Maſter PRRKINs of Cambridge, from whoſe Book 
« of The Order and Cauſes of Salvation, (which was firſt 
« writ in Latin) ARMIN1Us took the Occaſion of writ- 
« ing ſome Queries to him, concerning the Confequents of 
« his Doctrine, intending them (it is ſaid) to come private- 


C IytoMrPerKins'sown Hands, and to receive from him 


& a like private, and a like loving Anſwer, But Mr Pzr- 
« KINs died before thoſe Queries came to him; and it is 
4 thought ARMINIUs meant them to die with him; for 


-& though he lived long after, I have heard he forbore to 
c publiſh them; (but fince his Death, his Sons did not :) 


« And it is Pity, if Go p had been ſo pleaſed, that Mr 
&« PERKiNs did not live to ſee, conſider, and anſwer thoſe 
c Propoſals himſelf; for he was alſo of a moſt meek 
« Spirit, and of great and ſanAified Learning: And though 
& fince their Deaths, many of high Parts and Piety have 
c undertaken to clear the Controverſy, yet for the moſt 
« Part they have rather ſatisfied themſelves than con- 
« yinced the Diſſenting-Party. And doubtleſs many 
de middle-witted Men, (which yet may mean well) many 


„ Scholars that are not in the higheſt Form for Learn- 


& ing, (which yet may preach well) Men that ſhall never 
| 1 „ know, 


Relating to Mt TmopisTs, Fc. 7 


it is, that by your, perpetual Hurry, and In- 
accuracy in Judgment, and in Behayiour, you 
ſhould. contribute to the malignant Triumph 
of Ifidels, and give them Cauſe, in the Gall of 
their invenomed Hearts, to cry out, See how theſe 
Chriſtians vi/ify one another. The Arminians, it 
is likely, mean pretty near the ſame Thing by 
the Word Grace, which the Caluiniſts do by im- 
puted Righteouſneſs. Each Party maintain, that, 
without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lorp; 
and that there 1s no Name under Heaven given 
unto Men whereby we muſt be ſaved, but onl 

the Name of the Lorp JEsus. — If any one bal 
aſked ARMIN IUS whether he did not hold that 
Heaven, that is to ſay, our Inheritance in it, was 
the ſole Purchaſe of CHRIST's Blood, he would 
undoubtedly have anſwered in the Afirmatzve. 
And if, on the other Hand, one had aſked Mr 
CALVIN, to whom 1s it that CHR1ST is the Author 0 

Salvation? His Anſwer would have been, To 
thoſe who obey him. — Why ſhould Believers in 
the ſame common Redeemer be multiplying 

Words without Cauſe, and charging each other 
with ſuch Opinions as each Party in their Souls 
abhor ? This is a ſtale Device of the Decerver 


* 1 


% know, till they come to Heaven, where the Queſtions. 
« ſtick betwixt ARuixius and the Church of England, 
„will yet in this World be tampering with, and thereby 
„ perplexing the Controverſy ; and do thereby juſtly fall 
under the Reproof of St . for being Buſy- bodies, 
and for meddling with Things which they underſtand 
. 


8 ExTRACTS of LETTERS: 
of. Mankind, and it is ſtrange that Chriſtian 
Profeſſors do not ſee through, and avoid it, 1 
would not be underſtood to aſſert, that there is 
noDitterence of Opinions between Arminians and 
Calviniſis; my Meaning is, it is not near fo 
great as it is apprehended to be; and the Way 
to heal, 1s not by railing and reproachful Lan- 
guage, but-by fair and calm Reaſoning, and 
modeſt Appeals to the Holy Scriptures.—l hope 
T have ſaid enough on this Head to make you 
ſorry that you have ſaid ſo much. Wy 
My next moſt heavy Complaint againſt you 
is, that I find you continue your Spleen againſt 
that ſincere and excellent Servant and Lover of 
CRRIST, The Author of The Whole Duty of Man; 
who, you aſſert in Sermon the Second, has given 
a wrong Title to his Book (contrary to the ex- 
preſs Opinion of Dr Hammond) becauſe it 
teaches us that we muſt d fo and fo, as though 
we were under a Covenant of Works; and then 
for doing this we ſhall be ſaved, Now here 
again, through Hurry and Inadyertency, you 
are miſtaken; and have withal involved yourſelf 
in the heart-wounding Misfortune of having 
recorded a manifeſt Slander againſt one of Gop's 
ſecret Ones, even one of the excellent Ones of 
the Earth. For let any one read, with an un- 
prejudiced Mind, his Preface, intitled, The 
Neceſſity of Caring for the Soul, and indeed the 
whole Treatiſe itſelf, together with the Devo- 
tion-Part at the End, and then tell me, whe- 
ther he thinks the Author is a Teacher of the 
1 | Covenant 


Relating to MEzTHoDISTS, Sc. 9 


Covenant of Grace, or of the Covenant of Works. 
' As to the exceeding falſe Divinity charged upon 
him, it is grounded on that Paſſage in his Pre- 
face, where he ſays, that the ſecond Covenant 
was made with Apam, and us in him, pre- 
ſently after his Fall, and 1s 6r:efly contained in 
thoſe Words, Gen. 111. 15. where Gop declares, 
that the Seed of the Woman ſhall break the Ser- 
pent's Head; and this was made up, as the firſt 
was, of ſome Mercies to be afforded by Gop, and 
ſome Duties to be performed by us. This 1s the 
Paſſage which falls under your heavy Cenſure; 
*« Becauſe, ſay you, the Words I will put En- 
& ity between thee and the Woman, &c. are not 
e ſpoken to Apam, they are directed only to 
e the Serpent. Apam and Eve ſtood by as Cri- 
e minals, and Gop could not treat with them, 
e becauſe they had broken his Covenant. And 
« it is ſo far from being a Covenant wherein 
ce ſome Mercies are to be afforded by Gon, and 
e ſome Duties to be performed by us, that here 
« 15 not a Word looking that Way. It is only 
« a Declaration of a free Gift of Salvation, 
* thro' Jesvs CHRIST our LorD.” ThisCharge 
of t againſt ſo judicious an Author, is too 
raſh and peremptory; and, upon cool Examina- 
tion, will appear to be without Foundation. For 
what if the Words were not directed immedi- 
ately toour firſt Parents? They were pronounced 
in their Hearing; they had a near, very near 
Intereſt in them, and, no Doubt, heard them 


with reverential Fear, and penitential Trembling. 
The 


— 

— 
2 
— . 


„„ „ „ 


——ͤ — — 
2 — — - —_— —— 

— — — — — — — — 
* 1 wr 


+ — — ae Hors wy oe 
—— — * — 
— - — — — 0 


—ä 22 
- 


10 ExrxAcrSs of LETTERS 
The Tempter was confounded, the Tempted 
were comforted by them ; and the Author of 


The Whole Duty of Man' ſays, very juſtly, The 


Second Covenant is briefly contained in them.” 


Por, in what Senſe does CnxisT, the promiſed 
Seed, bruiſe the Serpent's Head, but by being 


our Prieſt, our Prophet, and our King? On 
whom do his Prreſily, Propbetical, Regal Of- 
fices take Place? On thoſe who reject, or on 
thoſe who humbly and penitently receive Him? 


The Inference then is obvious, that ſomething 


muſt be done on our Parts; otherwiſe we ſhall 
have no Intereſt in the meritorious Death and 


Sufferings of our bleſſed Saviour. If ſomething 


was not to be done on our Parts, in order to 


ſhare in the ineſtimable Benefit, the unſpeakable 
Gift, then might CHRIST be deemed a Prophet 


without Scholars, and a King without Subjects : 
Or, in other Words, CHRIST is promiſed, 
comes, and ſuffers, and yet leaves the old Dra- 
gon as wide a Range in human Nature as ever. 
It 1s therefore true, that under the ſecond Co- 
venant ſomething was to be done on CHRIST's 


Part, and ſomething on Ours; that is to ſay, 


CurIsT was to preach, to ſuffer, and to reign; 
we on Ours, to repent, to believe, and to obey. 
This is plainly the Meaning of The Whole Duty 
Man; and 1s ſo far from being exceeding 
falſe, that, o my Apprebenſion, it is exceeding 

ſound Divinity. | 
By Virtue of the New Covenant we have the 
unſpeakable Privilege of being enabled to do 
| | _ Righteouſneſs, 
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Relating th METRHODTSsTS, G. 11 
Righteouſneſs, to work out our own Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling; or, in other Serip- 
ture - Words, to live godlily, righteouſly, and 
ſoberly in this preſent evil World. In a Word, 
it is the Wiſdom, the Glory, and the Beauty 
of the Covenant of Grace, to injoin ſuch Duties 
as are perfective of our Natures, and give us a 
Tafte and Reliſh for the Pleaſures of the Spiri- 
tual World, which are commenſurate with our 
Exiſtence, and will then only begin fully and 
ſubſtantially to inraviſh us, when we take a 
final Farewel of this lower Region, and find 
ourſelves incompaſſed with Myriads of the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men made perfect. | 

As to ſeveral other Inadvertencies and Miſ- 
takes, up and down your Volume of Sermons, I 
have not Time to point them out particularly; 
only I cannot forbear exprefling my Wonder at 
your Behaviour, in putting yourſelf in a Man- 
ner on a Level with the Apoſtles, and firſt Plan- 
ters of Chriſtianity, and repreſenting the Br/bops 
and Clergy of the National Church, as actuated 
by the ſame Spirit of blind, perſecuting Zeal, 
with the Chief Priefts and Phariſees among the 
Jeus. This unbecoming, unchriſtian Treat- 
ment of your Superiors, demonſtrates your Want 
of true Humility, Goſpel-Modeſty, and Expe> 
rience of Men and Things. Your Caſe is truly 
pitiable, and the more ſo, becauſe your are not 
ſenſible of it. You flight and forget the En- 
gagements of your Ordination; and it appears 
but too plain, you are puniſhed for it, by a 

NL judicial 


12 ExTrRAcTs of LETTERS 
judicial Blindneſs, You have broke looſe from 
ſuch moral Ties as no confiderate Chriſtian 
would venture to do. You have leaped over 
ſuch Incloſures as the Wiſdom and Piety of 
our Anceſtors have erected: You are hurrying, 
ſinging, rejoicing, and all the While forgetting 
the Apoſtolical Precepts, of thinking ſoberly, and 
and not letting our Good be evil-ſpoken of. Gob, 
grant you may ſee your Error before it be 700 
late.— Be ſo kind as to put a favourable Con- 
ſtruction, and afford a ſerious Peruſal to what 
is thus intended for your Uſe and Advantage, 
by him, who, you may plainly diſcover, is 


Your hearty Well-Wiſher. © 


Ames. emma. * * . 4 * „ 2 * * % ry * 
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To Mr 3 * 


11th Feb. 1742. 


Received yours of the Fifth Inſtant, by 

_ = which I find that your % Volume of Sermons 
lay by you near a Twelvemonth, before you ſent 
them to the Preſs, ſo that you flatter yourſelf 
you cannot be charged with putting them out 
in a Hurry. But this, by no Means, clears you 
of the Charge of writing them in a Hurry, and 
of not reviſing them carefully, and in the Spirit 
of Charity, before you ventured to publiſh them. 
You are not conſcious of having miſuſed ARMI- 
NIUS. You think you. have not touched his 7 
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ſen, but bis Principles. This Diſtinction, I doubt, 
will be of little Uſe to you. A Man's Perſon 
and his Principles are ſo nearly allied, that, if 
one be injuricuſy treated, the other muſt, in 
ſome Degree, be. ſo too. To call a Man a 
Maintainer of Antichriſtian Principles, without 
being able to make good the Charge, and then 
to flatter one's Self that his Perſon has been 
ſpared, is to deceive one's own Self, and to vio- 
late the Laws of Cbriſtian Charity, through the 
Medium of a falſe Diſtinction. If Arminius 
lays it down for a firſt Principle, that CugisT 
Jesvs 1s the ſole meritorious Cauſe of our Ac- 
ceptance with Gop, that his perfect, active, and 
paſſive Obedience has procured our Pardon and 
our Redemption; and if he comes afterwards 
and tells me, that our Works muſt be joined with 
our Faith, in Order to juſtify us in the Sight of. 
Gop ; Candor and Charity will prompt me to 
paſs ſuch a Sort of Interpretation on his Words 
as this: © Juſtifying Faith is neceſſarily pro- 
ductive of good Works: It is Obedience alone 
which compleats our Faith; and it is an 
idle Thing to talk of Juſtification by Faith, 
unadorned with the beauteous Grace of Chari- 
ty, and an impious Thing to go about to ſepa- 
rate what Gop hath joined together. Vou can 
no more diſſever Charity from a true, ſaving 
Faith, than you can ſeparate the Idea of White- 
neſs from Snow, or of Heat from Light....Who 
can truly believe that the Merits of CHRIS have 
All-ſufficient Efficacy to ſave him from Deſtruc- 

8 tion, 
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tion, and not /ove ſo kind, ſo loving a Saviour? 
Who can by Faith behold Him extended on the 
Croſs for His Sins, and content Himſelf with 
calling Him Lo RD, Lo R PD, and not do the 
Things which He faith ? ) * 
The Eleventh Article of our Church ſays truly, 
that ue are accounted righteous/ before Go, only 
for the Merits of our LogD | Jesus CauR1sT by 
Faith. And the Twelfth Article ſays, no leſs 


truly, that good Works are the Fruits of Faith, 


and follow after Juſtification, and do fpring out 
neceflarily of a true and live) Faith. Let but 
theſe two Articles be attentively weighed to- 
gether, and you are helped to a charitable 
Conſtruction of the Poſition, that our Works 
muſt be joined with our Faith, in order to juſ- 


| 'Y tify us in the Sight of Gop.” The Truth is, 


a vaſt deal of Paper has been blotted, and, which 
is much worſe, a prodigious Duſt, and confuſed 
Strife of Words, raiſed about Juſtification by 
Faith.“ The Sober and Judicious of each Party 
mean in Subſtance pretty near the ſame Thing; 
and yet have unbappily perplexed themſelves and 
one another, with Terms and Diſtinctions, which 
Five for little elſe than to puzzle the Cauſe, 

keep the Controverſy alive, and adminiſter pro- 
faneicDiverfion to Infidel By- ſtanders. The 
Truth of this Doctrine lies, as Truth uſually 

does, in a ſmall Compaſs; and may, I appre- 
hend, be reduced into ſome ſuch Form as this: 
Gop is offended, CRIST 1s the Propitiation. 
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Man believes, and, at tbe ſame Time, reſolves, 
2:6, 8 | through 
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feaſting them with its Fruits. May the Gon of 
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through Divine Aſiſtance, to obey the Goſpel. Bythe 
ſanctifying Influence of the Holy Spirit, he apes. 
obey, and is finally ſaved through the alone me- 
ritorious Obedience of JIxsus CHRIST. Or, in 
other Words thus: The Redemption of Man- 


kind is a Tranſaction between the co: equal and 


co- eternal Perſons of the holy, undivided Trini- 
ty, entirely excluſive of us. This ſtupendous 
Work is revealed unto, and performed for Man- 
kind, by the © Coming and Suffering of Jesus 
CaR1sT in the Likeneſs of our Fleſh.” They 
who believe and obey the Goſpel of this gracious 
Saviour ſhall have (if one may be allowed the 
Expreflion) the Broad-Seal of Heaven affixed 
to their immortal Souls. Where is Boaſting in 
all this? It is doubtleſs excluded; and the 
Glory of Free- Grace ſhines out in its celeſtial 
Rays, before the Eyes of Men and Angels. — 
Faith and Good-Works are like the Root and 
the Branches of a Tree, or the Foundation and 
Superſtructure of a Building. — This, I think, 
is every ſincere Chriſtian's Creed, when ſtripped 
of the Gibberiſh of his Party. St Paur and 
St JaMes both teach this Doctrine: Theyboth 
wrote under the Influence of the ſame infallible 
Guide to thoſe Realms of perfect Peace and un- 
clouded Happineſs, where all the Inhabitants _ 
ſpeak the ſameT hings, and are perfectly joined 
together in the ſame Mind. A River of Delights, 


clear as Cryſtal, is ever flowing into their inra- 


viſhed Spirits, and the Tree of. Life for ever 


all 
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all Grace grant you to come into the Paths of 
Truth and Soberneſs, and at length bring you, 
through CuR1sT, unto his everlaſting Kingdom. 
* N n 5 | 


This is the hearty Prayer of him to whom 


yew ill, in fancying that he is imbittered 


againſt you. 


_ — 
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© To the Reverend Mr . 


ih Jan. 1741. 


W IT H Regard to your holding ſeve- 
ral Meetings or Societies in different 
Parts, allow me, in the Spirit of Love and 
Friendſhip, to expreſs my Fears concerning ſuch 
Aſſemblies.— Firſt, in Reſpect of yourſelf: Be 
pleaſed, dear Six, very calmly and ſolemnly to 
remember what great Streſs the Church of Eng- 
land very wiſely lays on Order and Regularity] in 
particular, what cloſe and pertinent Queſtions 
ne py her chief Officers, the re aſks thoſe 


= 


Wb offer themſelves as Candidates for the 
Holy Miniftry. For Inſtance: Will you obey 
your Ordinary, and other chief Miniſters, who 
ſhall have the Government over you, follow- 


ing with a glad Heart and Mind their godly 


Admonitions? Now, you muſt be ſenſible 
that your Superiors in the Church are averſe to 
theſe Meetings, and that you are doing a 4. 


pleaſing 
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pleaſing Thing to them in upholding them. How 


far therefore your Ordination- Engagement is 
obſerved, or e in your preſent Pro- 
ceedings, is a Queſtion that demands to be cool- 
ly and diſpaſſionately conſidered by you. Sg 
condly, with Reſpect to your Hearers, I much 
doubt whether thoſe of them who profeſs them- 
ſelves Members of the Church of England obey; 
her Injunctions, if they forſake, on ſlight; Pre- 
tences, their own; Pariſh- Churches, and do not 
frequent the Ordinances in an humble, devout, 
conſtant Manner. — The Church of England, 
like A Houſe founded On Aa Rock, has food, 
though Storms and Tempeſts have blown, 
againſt her from every Quarter, —Enthuſiaſm, 
Infidelity, and / Superſtition have, from Time 
to Time, made rude Aſſaults upon her; but my 
Providence of Gop has baffled all the Efforts 
herAdverſaries, and made it plain to a Demon- 
ſtration, that the Care of her is with the Moſt 
High, and that no Weapons formed againſt her, 
ſhall proſper. . In one Word, the Church of 
England does not deſerve to be lightly Aged. 
— Would to Gop all her Members AA 


nouring and obeying her.. 4 ve 
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To the Reverend Mr Jet”, | 5 . 


Marth 16, pps, 


Deſign of my wies to-'yo u an the” 
1 Manner 1 did was purely: as d Per- 
mit me again to expreſs my hearty Wiſhes that 
you may yet become an uſeful Bien o the 
Church of Exgland, in the Pale of which you 
was born and educated, and have been admitted 
to the Office of a Deacon, —1- am very ſenſible 
that without great Care, Prejudices of àny Kind 
are much more eaſily drank 1 in than purged out. 
But what is too hard for Divine Grace? The 
Spirit of Go p enlightens the Minds of Men, 
and ſets their Hearts free from thoſe Chains and 
Fetters, which, by one Means or other, had ! 
been faſtened on their Souls, and greatly incom- ; 
moded their Paſſage through this lower World. 
As to your Aſurunces, I can ſay nothing abſo- 
lately again} them, or for them. All I can 
venture to ſay is, That they would come with 
much ſtronger Credentials to me, provided you 
obſerved the Apoſtolical Rule, of doing all Things * 
decently and in Order. Do not you think it 
Paſible, and even probable, that, if you had been 
1 I earneſtly. hope it is not yet too late for 
you to be) a regular, ſubmiſſive, zealous Mini- 
ſer in the National Church, you might have been 
the happy Inſtrument of ſhewing many Souls 
the Way to Ghry, and 8. advancing the peace- 
able, 
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Relating to MATHODOIS T Cr. 19 
able, internal Kingdom of Gop in the World? 
To ſpeak my Mind plain; Indiſcretion, and 
but a partial Knowledge of the Religion of our 
Saviour, has been the Rock on which the M. 
| thodifts, as they are called, haveptit;: * hat 1 
; am: ſaying, is no random Expreſſion, but 
founded on ſomething better than andi 2 
God grant you may — for 
the Children of Gb to be grieved at your Pris. 
ceedings. Perhaps ſeveral of your Op 
may be more advanced in Grace than 
J truſt ne this Lier in Vellart 
table Way. d 0-109 56 67 nent WW. up 
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«pr E fare teal. Deſire "fort your. Welfare 
which prompted - me.: to write to you in 
the Manner 1 | did, in my laſt Letter, Kill conti- 
nues upon me; and ought to inereaſe, in - 
portion to my fuller Belief that your Judgment 
is miſguided, and that you are acting contrary to 
e- the. Rules of . * and Decency, laid 


le, 156 down 
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down in the Book of the wiſeſt, and beſt Rel 
gion the World was ever bleſſed witn. 
Lou are pleaſed to tell me, If it was iti 
wur Power to be of any Service to me in any 
pet, it would be a great Pleaſure to you. 
we me Leave, Mr IM, to lay Claim to 
this kind Expreſſion, and to aſſure you, I know 
of no Service you can do me, comparable to that 
of allowing me to prevail with you to call your- 
ſelf very cooly and deliberately to Account, and 
to conſider what you are about. I hope you 
will acknowledge this to be no unreaſonable 
Requeſt, When you have got ſo far, I eaſily ima 
gine you will be inclined in a ſummary Way to 
acquit yourſelf, by ſaying, you are verily per- 
ſuaded that it is the Will of Go p you ſhould 
roceed in your 6.00. Manner of Preaching, 
nice the Clergy of the National Church refuſe you 
their Pulpits. — But before Mr J-— comes 
"out of his Retirement, and His Self- Examination, 
let him ſeriouſly and impartially aſk himſelf, 
« Is it then wholly to be imputed to the Pre- 
judice of the Clergy that I am denied the Uſe of 
their Pulpits? Is it not at leaſt barely poſſible 
that I may have given juſt Cauſe of Offence, 
either by my Doctrine, or my Manner of Preach- 
ing it; or both? — Tt is poſſible l may have ex- 
preſſed myſelf in ſuch an unguarded Manner, 
that ſeveral of my Hearers may have been led 
into many dangerous Miſtakes; or, it may be, 
the Doctrine itſelf was defective, delivering that 
for the Whole, which was but a Part of - the 
U 2 Goſpel 
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Goſpel of Jesvs CHRIST. Then as to the Time 


and Place of my Preaching : Have I not Reaſon 
to fear that ſeveral of my Auditors ſhould 
have been at their reſpective Trades and EH 
ployments, while they were travelling fron} 
and to their Dwellings, on my Account A 
to the Place; was it not in a Pariſh already pro- 
vided with a Paſtor, who was utterly averſe to 
my coming amongſt his People; the ſad Effects 
of which he experiences, by ſeveral of them be- 
ing above Ordinances, and eſteeming the Church 
of England at a very low Rate?” — If this may 
be the Caſe, and ſurely you will not ſay it is im- 
poſſible it ſhould ; have not the Paſtors of our 
Church ſome Reaſon for what they do? And 
may not their Behaviour towards you proceed, 
notfrom a narrow Way of Thinking, but a true 
Concern for the Welfare of their Pariſhioners ? 
If it was your own Lot to have the Care of a 
Pariſh, and you was to have Perſons intruding 
upon your Charge, and diſturbing the Minds 
of your Flock, you would have juſt Ground for 
Complamt againſt ſuch Buſy-Bodies in other 
Mens Matters. 12 
From what I have written, you may obſerve 
that my Concern for your returning into the 
Paths of Wiſdom, Regularity, and Decency, is 
ſincere and hearty.— Vou are afraid of becom- 
ing a Parochial Clergyman, on Account of ill- 
grounded Prejudices and Scruples, and yet un- 
dertake to inſtruct (and thereby make yourſelf, 
in fome Meaſure at leaſt, anſwerable for the 


Cc 3 Well- 
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Well-doing of) many more Hundred Souls than 
you — 1 have the Care of, * you was 
a Parochial Preſbyter. _ 

The Moravian Brethren, I am fully con- 


vinced, are not in that Diſpenſation of Grace 


and Knowledge, in which we once thought 
them. They take up with a Part, inſtead of 
the Whole of the Golpel ; and ſpeak with ſuch 
Impropriety about divine Traths, as muſt do'a 
great deal of Hurt to the Simple and ende 


I em 4 


Your Friend and Servant, 


. — 3 Y 8 


To the Reverend W. II X. 


- 


I Hope you will do me the Juſtice to believe, 
that my ſole View in writing to you in the 
Manner 1 — done of late, was for the Glory 
of the moſt Holy Gop, the Benefit of your 
Neighbour, and your own true Intereſt. I am 
ſtill fully perſuaded, that the Church of England 
has a juſt Right to the Benefit of your miniſte- 
rial Labours, and deſerves your Eſteem.— As 
to 91 Moravian Brethren, as we call them, I 
by no Means think them duly qualified to 
Nach the Goſpel of the Kingdom. Their crude, 
un- 
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undiſtinguiſhed Manner of vihfying Reaſon.— 
Their denying the Lawfulneſs of Oaths, and aſ- 
ſerting the Unlawfulneſs of taking up Arms in 
Defence of one's Country, at the Command of 
the Supream Magiſtrate; — Their making v 

rare Mention of, and very ſeldom paying expreſ 
Homage to, or compoſing Hymns in Honour of 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt: Theſe, I ſay, 
are ſome of the Reaſons which may induce any 
conſiderate Chriſtian to ſay, That Perſons who 


ſpeak, and believe thus, are not yet qualified 


to be public Teachers of the Wiſeſt, Beſt, and 
Holieſt Religion that ever did, or ever will ap- 
pear in the World. 

I am 


Your affeftionate Friend. 


** 


| 
| 
| 


m— —_— 


Jo the Reverend Mr ]J-——M. 


[hf 4 2d December, 1742. 


V OURS of Oober zo came ſafe to Hand, 
by which I find your Delay in writing was 
occaſioned by your not having ſeen Mr Sp——6, 
who, I perceive, acquainted you that the Mora- 
vian Brethren © allow Reaſon to be a good 
Guide in civil and outward Affairs, but not 
in Spirituals.“ This Maxim is, I apprehend, 

| C 4 laid 
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laid down in too general and looſe a Way, and 
may eaſily lead Perſons into dangerous Miſtakes. 
1. For if Men are onee taught to lay aſide the 
Exerciſe of their intellectual Faculties in Nei- 
gious Matters, they may eaſily become a Prey to 
every ſubtil Sophiſt and Heretick that falls in 
their Way. lt is no Wonder to hear a Church, 
which obtrudes wnreafonable Tenets upon her 
Members, cry down the Uſe of Reaſon in Reli- 
gion: But it is a Shame for thoſe who proteſt 
againſt her Errors to preach up ſuch /lrange 
Doctrine. For, which way ſhall we be con- 
vinced of the Truth of Chriſtianity, but by the 
ſober and devout Uſe of our Reaſon ? How ſhall 
we ſearch the Scriptures? How did the noble 
Beræans (earch them, but by their Reaſon? How 
can we prove all Things, and hold faſt that 
which is Good, without a due Exerciſe of our 
intellectual Powers? Such a Doctrine, one ſees 
plainly, opens a wide Door to Enthuſiaſm and 
Error, and is a Reproach to the Religion of Him 
who is the Wiſdom, and the Word of Gov. 
2. Their refuſing to take Oaths before a Ma- 
giſtrate, is a Sign they miſunderſtand the Scrip- 
tures, which, from the Beginning to the End, 
allow of ſuch a Practice. — Our Saviour was 
dumb as a Sheep before his Shearers, till the 
Oath of GoDp was put to him by the High 
Prieſt. The Angel in the Apocalypſe lifts up his 
Hand, and fwears by Him that liveth for ever 
and ever; nay, Gop Himſelf, becauſe He could 
ſwear by no greater, ſwears by Himſelf,—And 
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yet the Moravian Brethren refuſe to comply with 
what Jesvs CuRIST, with what an Angel, with 


what the Holy Go p practiſed. 3. Their re- 


fuſing to take up Arms in Defence of their 


Country, at the Command of the Civil Powex, 


is a Proof that they have not weighed the Mat- 
ter in the Balance of right Reaſon, nor conſi- 


dered throughly their Duty in this Particular. 
The Angels of Go p are repreſented as Agbting 
with the Old Dragon and his Angels; Corng- 
Livs, we may fairly and reaſonably ſuppoſe, 


from the Silence of the Scriptures to the con- 
trary, and from the Reaſon of the Thing, con- 


tinued a Soldier after he became a Chriſtian: 
The primitive Chriſtians refuſed not fighting 
under the Banner of the Raman Eagle; and yet 
the Moravian Brethren will not lend therr perſo- 
nal Aſſiſtance againſt Invaders and Plunderers 


of their Country.—If they do truly think them- 
ſelves bound to obey — Jane and if Subjects 


¶( any Subjects but themſelves) may lawfully take 


up Arms at the Command of Magiſtrates, 


as they ſeem to allow, then are the Moravian Bre- 


thren too ſoft and effeminate, in declining to 
undergo the Fatigues and Hazard of War in 
Defence of their King and Country. 4. Their 
praying to, and praiſing ſo conſtantly the Son, 


and ſo very ſeldom the Father, is another ſure 


dign that they do greatly err, not knowing the 
Scriptures; for therein we are taught that the 
Father is the Perſon (excuſe the Word for Want 


of a better) in the Sacred and Undivided Tri- 


nity, 


26 ExTracts T LETTERS 


| nity, who is, for the moſt Part, to be prayed 
{ unto, and that through the Merits and Media- 
tion of Jrsvs CurisT. © Verily, verily, I ſay 
-unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in 
my Name, He will give it you.” Agrecable to 
this, we find almoſt all the Prayers in the New 
Teſtament addreſſed to the Father thro' Cukisr. 
And the moſt ancient and excellent Collects of our 
Liturgy, were compoſed on this Scripture- Plan. 
Is it not then unwiſe to recede from the Practice | 
of Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical Men, and the | 
Uſage of the Church in the pureſt and beſt 
Ages of Clriſtianity? Do not miſtake me, I do 
by no Means aſſert, that neither the Son, nor 
| -the Holy Spirit, are to be prayed to by Name; 
my Meaning is only to ſhew that the Moravian 
| Brethren deviate from the Model of moſt of the 
|  :Scripture-Prayers and Praiſes, and the Practice 
ol the Saints. ep 150 
yy ſpeaking thus freely to the Points men- 
| -tioned in your laſt Letter, I would endeavour to 
= convince you, that the Congregation of the 
Maravian Brethren (as they are called) are by no 
| Means to be compared in Point of Scripture- 
Knowledge, and Piety, to a Church which is 
the ſureſt Safeguard of any Religious Commu- 
nity, it may be, in the World, againſt the So- 
phiſtical Arguments of Enthutaſts and Idola- 
ters. Of this Church Mr Nl is a Deacon; 
he had once a juſt Value for her; for ſome 
Vears paſt, without any Fault of hers, ſhe has 
leſſened in his Eſteem, and he fears to enter 


upon 


„„ RAT ems oc rr ac. aa _ oaics 


Relating to METmoDISTS,.&r 27 
upon the Prieſtiy Office within her Pale, on Ac- 
count of ſeveral Scruples and Prejudices he has 
imbibed againſt her.—In this Caſe what 1s to be 
done? Is he to remain in this State? On the 
Contrary, Is it not his Duty, does it not highly 
concern him, to endeavour by all prudent, 
Chriſtian Methods, to have theſe Difficulties rey 
moved? Is he not defirous of being more fully 
ſatisfied about them, and of hearing what wok 
ſwers Perſons of calm Temper, ſo 7 1 . gl 

deep Learning, and unfeigned Piety and anflity of 
Life, may be able to return to his Obj ections? 
Is he not, I ſay, obliged in es to get as 
full Information as poſſible, about his Doubts 
and Fears relating to this important Subject, and 
to lay them before ſuch Divines as he TE the 
beſt Opitiion of for Piety, Prudence, Zeal, and 
Seripture-Knowledge? — Surely you will not 
think my Propoſal an unreaſonable one, but 
will ſet about a Work which more nearly con- 
cerns you than you may imagine. In doing of 
which you will be kind to yourſelf, and oblige 
him who would not have been ſo earneſt and 
preſſing with you, did he not know: it was for 
your trueſt Intereſt, N 


I remain 
Nur Well-wiſber and Friend: 


To 
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77 the Reverend Mr J—M. 


Jim. as Fan. 1742. 
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1 Have read over your Letter of December 13 


more than once, but cannot perceive any 
Inclination in you to comply with my late Re- 
queſt; which methinks any diſintereſted Perſon 
would think a reaſonable one. If you are „fill 
refokved to be at no Pains in drawing up a true 
State of your Doubts and Difficulties about the 
Lawfulneſs of entering into Prieſt's Orders; I 
fay, if you are determined to remain with theſe 
Scruples and Prejudices about you, then I muſt 
for the future ſpare myſelf the Trouble of urg- 
ing you to comply with what every wiſe and im- 
partial Man would declare to be your Duty to 
ſet about without any further Loſs of Time. 
But I am willing to hope you will behave in this 
momentous Concern in a Manner becoming a 
Diſciple of Cukisr. In this charitable Hope I. 


am induced'to write to you again, and lay bee, 


fore you my Obſervations on ſeveral Paſſages in 
your laſt Letter. — Fir, ** You expreſs your 
Sorrow, that there is not that hearty Union and 
Fellowſhip betwixt us as formerly. If I had 
not a real Concern for your Welfare, I ſhould 
not have written in the Manner I have done 
of late. My Friendſhip for you is employed in 

endea- 
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endeavouring to free you from ſuch Opinions, 
as, I zhink, are unbefriended by the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Secondly, © You think there is a little of 
a Spirit of Controverſy in my laſt.” Contro- 
verſy is a yo Jam averſe 15 and 1 hope, I 
wrote to you free from its Power and Influence, 
made Uſe of Reaſon and Seripture in endeav- 
ouring to convince you, that ſeveral Tenets of 
the Moravian Brethren, ſhew them to be far in 
ferior in Point of Doctrine and Worſhip — the 
Church of England. As for triumpbing over 
Jean aſſure you, it would be much greater Plea: 
ſure and Satisfaction, to hear of their adorning 
the Goſpel of Go our Saviour in all Things re- 
lating to Faith and Practice, than to lie under à 
Neceſſity, in a Manner, to tell you that I am 
verily perſuaded they are far from being in that 
Diſpenſation of the Knowledge of the Chriſtian 
Religion they take themſelves to be. Let them 
but beware of Phariſaiſm, and they may in Time 
become uſeful Members of the Chriſiat Church. 
23 they do Hurt (undeſignedly, I chari- 
and believe) to divers Unſtable, Un- 

— 1 Souls. Thirdly, You tell me, .I ſeem 
100 earneſt for the — of the Church of Eng- 
land. You quite miſtake me, I no more think 
that Forms and Modes. of Religion are Religion 
itſelf, than 1 believe Scaffolding to a Building, to 
de the very Building. What then? Are we for 
this Reaſon to lay afide all Forms and Modes of 
e een _ war: on 4 T _y are in their Place 
x very 
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very ſerviceable and expedient, and no well- or- 
dered Society whatever is without them. You 
ſay true, It is not the beſt Forms of Prayers 
or Doctrines that make a Church of CMI; 
but ought you not to have added, they are of 
great Service to direct and aſſiſt the Underſtand- 


ing, and the Devotion of the ſincere Members of 


the Church of CuRIST?— A wiſe Man will care. 
fully avoid the two Extremes of Over- valuing, 
or of Under- rating any Thing whatever, that 


You define A Church of CRI to be a Con- 
gregation of real Chriſtians, who are truly and 
eſſentially united to Jesvs Cuxisr, who are in- 


guides and governs, and amongſt; whom the 
| _ Word is preached, and the Ordinances ad miniſ- 
tered according to His Will, and in His Spirit 
and Power.” This Definition, think, oyerthoats 
the Mark of Truth, and is more true of the 
Church Triumphant than of the Church Milli- 


tant. For, where was ever ſuch a Congregation of 


Chriſtians as this, ſince the Beginning of: Chtiſ- 
tianity ?=Not in the Daysof the Apoftles, that we 
read of. Neither the Church of Corinth, nor the 
Church of Epheſus, nor any of the Churches to 
whom St Paul directed his Epiſtles, came up to 
this Character of Perfection. They all anſwered 
our bleſſed and adored Redeemer s parabolical De- 
ſcription of his Church on — Wheat — 
Tares were ſeen growing together; and yet, th 
undue Mixture — 2 the 
| tne 


has any Uſefulneſs belonging to it. Feurthly, 


fluenced by His Holy Spirit, amongſt whom He 


e ,. 


| 
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the Epbeſine, and all the other Churches, were real 


Churches of CHRIST. Though Satan ventured 
to come among the Sons of Gop, on the Day 
when they preſented themſelves before the Loxp, 
they were ſtill an Aſſembly of heaven · born, holy 

Spirits. If no Chriſtian Community was to be 
eſteemed a Churchof CRRIST till a the Mem- 
bers of it anſwered aur Deſeription, there would 
be no one Church of CHRIS this Day in the 


World. But you go on, and tell me, * You 


believe there are real Chriſtians; and you hope 
many in the Cburch of England, but where ſhall 

we find a whole gation of ſuch? Where 
indeed, in any Part of Chriſtendom? What 


then? Muſt not Ours, or any other lawfully 


Eſtabliſhed, Religious Community, be deemed 
a Church of CHRIS, becauſe no one whole 
Congregation has every individual Profeſſor truly 
and eſſentially United to Ixsus CRIST ? This 18 
carrying: Matters too far, and affecting tache 
Wiſe above what is written, either in the Scrip - 
tures, or in Church Hiſtory. Fifthiy, It is not 
requiſite to Salvation to be of this or the other 
Church.“ Right; If by the Word Requafite; 
mean abſolutely neceſſary. But if you 

Nould inſinuate — it is a Thing — — 
what particular Party or Denomination of Chri- 
tian Profeſſors we belong to, this is not true. 
Where a Church has been modelled and eſta- 
bliſhed by lawful Authority, it is nt a Matter 
of fuch little Moment, as Peopłæ are apt to ima- 
gine, to reject Communion with ſuch a Church 

101. f | A Per- 
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0 A Perſon ought to have his Conſcience very well 


informed, before he preſumes to diſregard Rules 
and Orders confirmed by ſuch a Sanction. He 


muſt be able to prove from the Word of Go 


that ſomething Sinful is commanded him; 
otherwiſe, I think, there are ſeverab Texts of 
Scripture which ſtand as Witneſſes: and Re- 


bukers of his unwiſe, unſeemly Behaviour. Sixih- 
q Vou thank Gop, you are no more the Bigot 


u once was. You now love a real Chriſtian, let 


him be of what Party he will. Te be zealous for 


this or the other Church, is not to be zealous for 
CnR1sT. Our Saviour reproved this Kind of Zeal 
when He was upon Earth.“ By your being for- 
merly a Bigat, I underſtand, your having a great 
Value for the Church of England. You thought 
She was very far from exacting Sinful Terms of 
Communion; that her preſcribed Way of Wor- 
ſhip was in the Beauty of Holineſs; and you 
wondered at the unaccountable Obſtinacy and 
uncouth Ruſticity of ſeveral of your Country- 
men, who, notwithſtanding all the ſolid, un- 


anſwerable Tracts that have been written in De- 


fence of the National Church, could yet have 
Stoutneſs of Temper ſufficient to bear them out 
in diſregarding the ſacred Precept which enjoins 
us to render to all their Due, Fear to whom 
Fear,” Honour to whom Honour.“ — Some- 
thing like this, I take to be the Bigotry you 
return Thanks for being delivered from. But 


let Mr x conſider, that a Bigotry of 


this Sort, (if it mu/t paſs under fo Severe a De- 
; Bo nomination) 
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nomination) provided it keep itſelf within the 
Bounds of Modeſty and Chriſtian Kindneſs, is 
far from being a Temper unbecoming a real 
Cbriſtian. Our Saviour did not reprove this Kind 
of Zeal, when he was upon Earth. It was the 
proud, contemptuous, blind Zeal of the Pha- 
riſees and other Sectariſts, which th Holy Jxsus 
reproved, and not a due Obſervance of all the 
lawful Commands of Governors, whether in 
Church or State. They that ſat in Moses's Seat 
were, by. aer cxpres — — to _ . 
a proper R paid them; and every Thing 
tht Croke of a Mif-oonceited, ſtubborn, — 
ſumptuous, fanatical Spirit, is repugnant to the 
pure and peaceable Religion of that bleſſed Lover 
of Souls, who was meek and lowly in Heart, 
and calls upon all his Diſciples to inntate his own 
moſt pure and perfect Example. Seventhly, ** Your 
have no Mind to take a Living in the Church of 
England, yet you have a real Deſire to do Good 
to Souls in the Church of England; you are 
chiefly a Debtor to them; but you are afraid, 
if you ſhould take a Living, you ſnould loſe that 
little Zeal you have, and inſtead of doing more 
Good, you ſhould: do leſs; as Others, ſuperior 
to you, have found by Experience, and ſo you 
ſhould bring Reproach upon yourſelf and 84+ 
viour.” Who thoſe Superiors to ybu are, who 
have had a Damp caſt upon their Zea/ by be- 
coming Parochial Clergymen, I am not ſolicit- 
ous to enquire, Sure I am, they are no good 
Precedents for you to copy after; and I may 
f D ſafely 


] the celeſtial Flame glowing in his Breaſt, His 
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ſafely affirm, you fear where no Fear is. For 
do but calmly conſider what true Zeal is, and 


you will find that the Occupation of a Paro- 
chial Minifter has a direct Tendency to keep 


FLY 


Praying and Preaching, his Adminiftering the 
Sacraments, his Viſiting the Sick, his Reſolving 
Caſes of Conſcience, his Humbling the Prefump- 
tuous, and Comforting the Deſponding, his Re- 
buking the Vicious, his Catechiſing the Igno- 
rant, and Eſtabliſhing the Faith of the more 
Knowing, his Conferences with his neighbouring 
Brethren ; theſe, beſtde his domeſtic Concerns, 
will ſurely keep him from Sloth and Idleneſs. ö 
His Zeal will be kept in perpetual Exerciſe, and 
he will have no Occaſion, for want of Buſineſs, 
to break Bounds, and unbecomingly to enter into 
other Mens Labours.— The chief Fault which 
F found with the Moravians for aſſerting that 
Reaſon is no Guide in ſpiritual Matters, was,, 
that it was couched in too Joſe and general 
Terms, and confequently, capable of doing a 
great deal of Harm among People not accuſtom- 
ed to diſtinguiſh with any Sort of Accuracy.— 
Carnal, corrupted Reaſon, or, in other Words, 
Reaſon benighted by and in Bondage to the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, rejects the 
Goſpel of a Cruciſied Saviqur. But the firſt 
Dawnings of the Sun of Righteoufneſs upon the 
Mind are very ſalutary and refreſhing, and if not 
reſiſted, will ſhine more and more unto a per- 
fect Day. Reaſon, thus illuminated, is the Inſtru- 
ment 


Err, 
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ment whereby we ſearch the Scriptures, and 
compare ſpiritual Things with Spiritual. 
hus, I have endeavoured to ſhew you how 


| much I defire you would return into the Paths 


of Wiſdom and Regularity. I beg of you to 

iſs a favourable Conſtruction upon my writing 
in this Manner. Heartily wiſhing you may 
follow the Things which make for Peace, and 
Things whereby you may edify others, and that 
your Behaviour in general may be regulated 7 
the Rules of he Goſpel of Peace, 


- 
— 


* 1 remain, 


7 our bearty W, el. wiſer and * 120 


10 Jan. 194% 
AM forry you ſhould be troubled with Per- 


plexities and Doubts concerning your Salva- 


tion, and wiſh it might be in my Power to be any 
Ways aſſiſting to you on this Head.—l take the 


Calviniſtical Boctrine of Predeſtination and Re- 
probation to be unſeriptural, and ang 
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unſafe, and uncomfortable. It gives us unworthy 
Notions of our Maker, and tends to no Profit, 
but the ſubverting of the Hearer. It tends to 
throw us either into the Extreme of. Preſump- 
tion and Self- confidence, or elſe into that of De- 
ſpair and Melancholy. If I may be thought ca- 
pable of adviſing you, I would have you avoid 
Folding any Diſcourſe about it. For your Time 
may be to much better Purpoſe employed in 
minding your Buſineſs, in following that dili- 


gently and conſcientiouſly ; and, as Opportunity 


ſerves, in frequenting the Public Worſhip, and 
in Reading, and Praying in private. This, I 
take to be the plain Way for you to be ſafe 
from your ſpiritual Enemies : And the not at- 
tending to theſe few eaſy and pleaſant Rules, is, 
in my Opinion, the Cauſe why ſo many People 
fly out into irregular Courſes, and are deluded 
by falſe Hopes into a Fool's Paradiſe. The ſworn 


Enemy of our Salvation is very watchful, and 


very ſubtil; he knows the Power of Entbuſſaſm, 
and how apt we are to take the Raptures of a 
warmed Imagination for the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Spirit. Now, I can think of no better Way 
for you to be Proof againſt his wily Aſſaults, 
than to obſerve our Saviour's Direction and 
Caution, Watch and Pray, leſt ye enter into 
Temptation.” For we have daily, 1 
Inſtances of Novices who are lifted up wit 
Pride, the worſt Sort of it, Spiritual Pride; “ be- 
having themſelves diſorderly, underſtanding nei- 
ther what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm.” 
| AS 
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As you have given me a fair and almoſt neceſ- 
ſary Opportunity of writing to you, I cannot 
let it ſhp, without agazn intreating you to keep 
cloſe to the Ordinances of our Church, which wall 
ſtand you in more Stead than any high-flown 
Pretences to Perfection, or Diſputations about 
Reprobation and Election, can poſſibly do. It 
is not Talking, ſo much as Doing, that our Lord | 
requires of us. Obedience is the ſureſt Mark of 
our Diſcipleſhip; without which it 1s not all the 
Gibberiſh and Jargon of a Party, not all the. 
Religious Phraies in the World, that can bring 
us to Heaven. » 8 

I will detain you no longer than to aſſure 
you of my hearty good Wiſhes for - your 
Happineſs, ſpiritual and temporal; to hear 
of which will always be a great Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure to 


Yeur afſured Friend. 


on 32, 3h ¾ d x Bad, Boro Ce te: 


om 


5 June, 1745. 


Hope —— will be preſerved from falling a 
Prey to the artſul Inſinuations of the Emiſ- 
faries of the Church of Rome. I put two Tracts 
againſt Popery into her Hands ; and I hope, for 
her own Sake, ſhe will not fail to read them 
2 with 
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With all that Attention which the Importance of 
the Subject requires. 
| If * Per ſons would but give themſelves Time 
to think, they would find ſuch abundant Pro- 
viſion for all their ſpiritual Wants within our own 
{| Church, that they would fee no Reaſon to de- 
ſert her under Pretence of being better Edified 
1 elſewhere. Her r is the beſt Body of 
Divinity 


92 — - — — - 9 4 
— * 


* « As no Man blames CHRIST or his Apoſtles, be- 
« cauſe JuDas was a Hypocrite, or becauſe S1MoN 
%% Maus profeſſed their Religion; ſo they betray great 
6 Ignorance and Simplicity, who for the monſtrous Im- 
« pieties of many who profeſs themſelves Members of our 
& Aſſemblies, deſpiſe and flight our Church, which in ber 
« Principles is moſt ayerſe to all ſuch Practices: A Church, 
& which as, for my own Particular, 'I have deliberately 
« and premeditately embraced and choſen ; ſo, 1 hope, [ 
«© ſhall never be ſo much forſaken of Gop, or of my Rea- 
& fon, as to quit it to become a Papiſt. I have not been al- 
<c together a careleſs Obſerver of the ſeveral Chriſtian | 
* Churches diſperſed through the World. Deſire of mine * 
« own Salvation hath made me take particular Notice, r 
« what Corruption there is in them, and what Affinity 
4“ they have with the primitive Profeſſors of Chriſtianity: 
And I muſt freely confeſs, upon a ſerious Examination 
of the Scripture, and the Fathers of the three firſt Cen- 
«« turies after CHRIST, that from my Heart I think there 
& is no Church this Day in the Chriſtian World, be it 
« Faftern or Weſtern, that in her Principles and Conſti- 
tution bears ſo much of the Image of the truly primitive 
„% Church, or comes ſo near it, as the Church of England; 
a Church, which, as your Forefathers had Courage to 
de burn for, 7 | verily believe, that he underſtands not her 
innocent Deſigns, and excellent Rules, who dares not 
„ die a Martyr in her Cauſe.” A Diſſiuaſive from Pepery, 
by A. HORNECK, P. D. Second Edition, Pages 525 53. 


** 
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Divinity extant ; and alſo the many excellent 


Sermons, and other Tracts of Devotion and In- 


firution, compoſed by her Clergy, are admirable 


Preſervatives againſt the Diſorders of a heated 
Imagination. It is great Pity that all the pious 
and learned Labours of our-Reformers ſhould 
be ſo little ſet by, as they are at preſent, by too 
many who make uncommon Pretences to Reli- 
gion, and yet are all the while forgetting that 
Obedience to Parents (ſpiritual and civil, as 
well as natural) is one of the Commandments 
written with the Finger of Goh. — When 
our ſpiritual Governors ſnew their Diſlike of 
holding private Meetings; when they find by 
Experience that it tends to alienate the Minds 
of the Frequenters of them from their own 
proper Paſtors, and creates Diviſions . between 
the neareſt and deareſt Relations; I ſay, when 
this is the Caſe, jt is high Time for every one 

who deſires to walk circumſpectly and cha- 
ritably, to avoid ſuch Meetings ; and to be 
content, as he well may, with keeping ſtrict 
and conſtant Communion with a Church, of 
which he had the Happineſs to be born and 
bred a Member; and which, without Boaſting, 
may be juſtly eſteemed the Glory of the Re- 


formation, anda Bulwark againſt Popery, Fa- 


naticiſm, and Enthuſiaſm: Hence 1, am led 
to think, it is a-very unkind, and an unfair 
Thing, in thoſe Teachers who go under the 
Name' of Merbodiſts, to continue their ſeparate 
Meetings, when they know it gives ſuch Diſguſt 
| D 4 to 
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to Thoſe whom they ſolemnly promiſed to obey . 
in all lawful Things. Let this Thought be pur- 

ſued Home, and ſurely it muſt be ſufficient to 
make any Religious Perſon ceaſe from being any 
| Ways aiding and aſſiſting thoſe Teachers in their 
refractory Behaviour towards their Superiors. 
Admitting that more and greater Fervors (for 
which ſeveral Reaſons, not religious ones, may be 
aſſigned) are felt in thoſe ſeparate Meetings, yet 
theſe Raptures and Exultations may be purchaſed 
at too dear a Rate, when the Price paid for them 
18 Diſagreement with our beſt Friends - Con- 
tempt of public Order — and a Departure 
from the Rules of Humility, Modeſty, and Goſ- 
pel-Charity. What I am now urging appears ſo 
clear and true to my own Mind, that I won- 
der how it can be overlooked by any Perſon, who . 
conſiders the many Cautions ſcattered throughout 
the New Teſtament, * of giving no Cauſe of Of- 
fence to any one,” of walking charitably towards 
our Neighbour, and *of not letting our Good be 
evil ſpoken of. Acting under the Sanction of 
Public Authority, is a much ſafer Method than 
acting againſt it; and we may much more rea- 
ſonably expect the Divine — upon our 
Attendance on the Ordinances of Religion, when 
we are obſerving the Apoſtolical Injunction, 
Let all Things be done decently and in Order, 
than when we are diſregarding it. By the ſame in- 
fallible Rule, we are © to mark thoſe who cauſe 
Diviſions, and to avoid them.” And we are to 

remember, 
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remember, that“ if any be Contentious, we have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of Gop.” 


To ſum up my Thoughts on this Subject in 
few Words. We have the Happineſs to belong 
to a Church, which, however Fe 
ſet by, has yet, to a Demonſtration, been found 
to be under the Patronage and peculiar Care of 
the holy Founder of our Religion.— About two 
Centuries ago ſhe ſeparated herſelf, in an or- 
derly, legal Way, from the Church of Rome ; 
ſince that Time ſhe has more than once been in 
the utmoſt Danger of becoming again a Vaſſal 
of that ſtrange Church-Governor, who claims 
ſuch a Power as the Goſpel condemns. She 
has alſo been in the Hands of Others, who, 
though Proteſtants by Name, are yet Diſſenters 
from her; and yet, through the wonderful In- 
terpofition of Gop, ſhe has been reſcued from 
the Power of each Party of theſe her Enemies, 
and has enjoyed a Series of Liberty for many 
Years. May the great Ruler of our Hearts keep 
us in the Paths of Peace, Humility, and Bro- 
therly Love; without which our Raptures are 
Deluſion, and our Devotion more jarring than 
ſounding Braſs, and tinkling Cymbals. 


I am 


Your affeftionate Servant. 
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Of PART ef 


St Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans. 


of this Epiſtle, which is to be the Subject of 
the preſent Inquiry, begins from the Ninib, 
and ends with the Eleventh Chapter. And, (2.) 
that the Separation of the laſt Part of the Eigbib 
from the Sentences, wherewith the Ninth Chap- 
ter is begun, exhibits a ſtriking Inſtance, among 
many others which may be produced, of the 
great Injury done to * the Sacred TEXT, by 
the Breaches made upon it, through the Inter- 


vention of Chapters. 
The Apoſtle had been bidding Defiance to the | 
whole Confederacy of the Rulers of the Dark- | 


neſs of this World, and to the whole Com- 
paſs 


T: is requiſite to premiſe, (I.) that the part 


44 
2 of Occurrences in it, to ſeparate Chriſtians 


A VIEW of Part of 


om the Love of Gop, which is in CnRISTH Ixsus 


cur Lord. And then adds immediately, I ſay 


the Truth in CaR1sT, I lie not; my Conſcience alſo 
bearing me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that I have 
great Heavineſs, and continual Sorrow in my Heart. 
For I could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed, or, (as 
it is in the Margin) ſeparated from CuRIST, for 
my Brethren, my Kinſmen, according to the Fleſh. 
St Paul was willing to give a ſtronger Proof of 
the Love of his Country, than that of dying for 
it. Death, he was aſſured, would be bis Gain: 
It would be to him the Gate of Life. 
In his Epiſtle to the Pbilippians, he tells them, 


that though, with reſpect to himſelf, it would be 


| J far better to depart, and to be with Cu R1sT ; yet, for 


n r 
4 _— 
TALES n 
— 


- - 
2 ee 
— — — ww 6 


their Sakes, he was contented to live; or, when- 
ever he ſhould be called to it, he was ready to be 
45 upon the Sacrifice and Service of their Faith. 

ut for IsRAELITES, to whom pertain the Adoption, 
and the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 


the Law, and the Service of Go p, and the Pro- 


miſes ; whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom, as con- 
cerning the Fleſh, ChRIST came, who is over all, 
Go bleſſed for ever: For this peculiar People of 
Gop, he was willing to undergo (what it was 
out of the Power of Men, or Devils, to force 
from him) a temporary Separation from the 


Love of Gop, which is in CHRIST Jesvs our 


Lorp.—He was willing, for a Seaſon, to ſuffer 
all the Horrors, Deſolation, and Diſtreſſes of 
Mind, and of Body, of an Anathema from 

_ CHRIST ; 


A SS am e tm DVcvOc ow oo» ids tri. a * Aa 6: et. a. oC 
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Cnxisr; if, by bis being thus ſet aſide, his Bre- 
thren might be admitted to the err Pri- 
vileges 7 the Kingdom of Grace. 


But the Beauty of this moſt remarkable In- 


ſtance of evangelical Charity will be in Danger 


of being loſt to ſeveral Readers, if the Text n 


be ſuffered to be torn aſunder hy the Irruption 


of Chapters. Now, conſider tim, who 'was 


thus willing to undergo what; ih Hi Eſtimation; 


was the moſt grievous of all Torments. 


Before his Converſion,” you behold a Zealot, 
2a Perſecutor”; Lands. of all Perſecators, the 
moſt malignant; a Pbariſee. After his Conver® 
ſion, you behold him in one continued State of 
Perſecution: And perſecuted, by whom? By 
this very People, for whom he is pouring out 


his Heart in Prayer, and in Love. Let this 


Contrariety of Tempers be compared; you then 
ſee his Deſcription of Charity, in his firſt Epiſtle 


to the Corinthians, verified in his own Perſon: 


' You ſee likewiſe a living Example of the Truth 
of what is ſaid in his ſccond Epiſtle to the ſame 


Church; — F any Man be in CnRIST, he 1 | 


new: Creature : Old Things are N — ; behold, 
all Things are become new. 

To proceed: The Apoſtle: pointeth: out the 
Diſtinction betwixt —— and real 1/raelites; 
and guardeth--againſt Miſtake concerning the 
ſeeming Inefficacy of the Word of Gop, ariſing 
from the comparatively ſmall N umber of the 
latter, who rn deſerve to * ſtiled or 1 1 
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46.  :AView off Part of 
The Children 


of \the Promiſe, as were Iſaac and 
— rene 

It was foreſeen, by divine Omniſcience, bo- 
fore Eſau and Jacob were born, before they 
had done either Good or Evil, that the latter 
ought to have Preference of the former; that he, 
whoſe Works were deſtitute of Faith, ſhould 
teld in his on Perſon (and in the Perſons of 
is Poſterity) to him (and to his Poſterity) who 
Iived, and died in Faitb. From this Inſtance 
of divine Foreknowledge, St Paul inferreth, 
that the Vouchſafement of divine Mercy proceeds 
not from the Will of Man, but from the Will 
of Gop. Gon diſpenſeth not his Grace to the 
Self-righteous,—to thoſe who follow their own 
Imaginations, who run their own Courſes, 
ſet up their own Wills in Oppoſition to his: 


But it is the Will of Him, who deeth all.Things 
in Number, Weight, and Meaſure, to ſhew Mer- - 


cy to thoſe, and to thoſe only, who receive it 
in the Way preſcribed by himſelf.” And, as 
to divine Judgments, they alſo are done in Truth, 
and Equity; whereof the haughty, perſevere- 
ingly obſtinate, hard- hearted Pharoab, is a ſtand- 
ing Inſtance. How impious, how vain is it 
then in the Creature, to lay his Obſtina 
Charge of his Creator! Shall a Veſſel of Diſno- 


nour demand of the Potter, why, out of Clay 


of the ſame Lump, he made another Veſſel un- 
to Honour? And ſhall the Few charge his Gop 
fooliſnly? Shall he ſay, that his Obduracy 


doth not reſiſt the Will of Gop ? = Yet, even 
| to 


to the 
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St PAUL Epifile ie the R OMAN s. 47. 


to this Folly an Anſwer -1s;youchſated} Do 
you inquire; why the Gentile Nations Ae d- 
cepted, and the Jauiſb Nation is rejected? 
The Anſwer. is given. The Gentiles, ho, in 
the prophetic Writings of Ho/dea, are called 
1 Not the People; Not the Beloved of Go, 
in the ſame Writings are ſtyled by Jenovan 
himſelf. — < My People, and My Beloved.” 
Wherefore ? Becauſe it was foreſeen, that they, 
together with the believing Part of Ino. would 
ſeek Righterufneſs Juſtifleation, or Agquittal; 
from the Guilt, the Dominion, the Pun#ſhment: 
of Sin, by ſtedfaſt Faith in the Promiſes of 
Gon, made unto them in, and by Cunisr In- 
sus, our Lonxp: But, as to Unbelieving Mae, 
they were not Partakers of the promifed Bleſo- 
ing. For what Reafon ?. Even for.-this: They 
ſought it not by Faith in- IEsus, the CHRIST; 


but they ſought it, where it is not to be found, 
in punctual Obſervanea ef Fark preſeribed by 
the Law of Mees. i} d. th Ni hin 


„121i 
When the Meſſtas. came unto bis oy: Peqple, 
bis own received him not: but as many as recerved | 
him, to them gave: he Power in becorge ht Sons of. 
Gon. The Jeus, as a Nation, wers offended } 
in him : As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion, 
a Stumbling-ſftone, and Rock of Offence, and lo- 
ſoever believeth in him ſhall not be aſhamed. This 
Citation from two different Paſſages in Jaiab, 
is followed immediately by Brethren, my Haart's 
Defire, and Prayer to Gon for Irael is, that they 
might be ſaved. But this Conne&iom is rey 
| y 


8 LE A Vir of Part of - 


by the Interpoſition of a Another 
Inſtarice of the * Injury done to the Text of 
ehe Word of Gon,” through the Liberty ta- 
ken with it by the Fancy of Man. Ng 
The Apoſtle bears Teſtimony to their Zeal, 
but, at the ſame Time, ſhews them that it was 
Zeal, not founded in Knowlege. For they, (as 
he tells them repeatedly,) ſubmitted not themſelves 
zunto the-Righteouſneſs of Gov. They did not aſſert 
their own Privileges: They did not conſider, 
that, when the 
lic Appearance, they were to continue no longer 
in a State of Minority, under the Guardianſhip 
of Mefaic Rites, and Ceremonies; they were not to 
be ſhut up as in a defenced Caſtle ; were not 
to remain under the Tuition, and Diſcipline of 
the Law. — They did not conſider, that the 
Righteouſneſs which is of Faith, is ſeated: in 
the Heart. They did not underſtand, that the 
Kingdom of Gop is within us: That obedien- 
tial Faith in the Loxp Ixsus, u died for our 
Sins, and who roſe again for our Fuſtification, is 
the one, inſtrumental Cauſe, whereby Man fba/t 
be ſaved from himſelf, — from his. ſenſual, 
corrupt, finful Nature; and ſhall become an 
Inheritor of the Kingdom of Grace, and of 
WW e 
F . The 
* It is ſubmitted to Conſideration, whether, if the Chap- 


ters, and alſo the Paragraphs (not Verſes) were numbered 
in the Margin ; every Convenience, alleged in Excuſe for 


— 


promiſed Maſſtiab made his pub- 


= theſe Intruſiont, might not be retained, and every Incon- 
venience removed. | | 


St Pau rs Epilth with Romans. 49 


The glad Tidings of Salvation were ſent; 
without Diſtinction, both to the Jew, andito_ 
the Greek; © the Sound of them went, into-all 
« Lands, and their Words into the Ends of the 
«. World.” The ready Attention given-to * the 


by Moss are called“ No People, and col- 
lectively, a fooliſh Nation)”: 22 à Pattern of 
Wiſdom before the Eyes of Hrael, which yet did 
not, as it ought. to have done, rouſe them to 
Emulation. For, with reſpect to the former, 
Jr nov an is repreſented by his Servant Idiab, 
as ſaying, I was found of them that ſought 
« me not; I was made manifeſt unto them that 
«'afſked not after me: But as to the peculiar 
People of Gop; the ſame Prophet, in the Name 
of himſelf, and of his Brethren the Prophets, 


Word of Reconciliation” by the Gentilts, (who - 


complains in theſe: Words; ** Loxd; who hath . | 


* - believed our Report,” or Hearing? Who hat 
believed what they Heard 2 our Mouths ? 
And again, the earneſt Solicitation of fJz Hovan, 
and the Neglect of this Solicitation, is expreſſed 
in this manner; © All Day long I have ſtretch- 
« ed forth my Hands to a i and gour- 
* ſaying People.” 

But notwithſtanding this general Contempt 


of the Wards of the moſt Higheſt, Gop forbid! I 


that it ſhould be thought that He hath caſt 
away his People. The Apoſtle himſelf is an 
Inſtance to the contrary. God. hath not caſt 
away his People, whom He FOREKNEW. — As, in 


the general Defection, in the Rei gn of Ahab, 
E there | 
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there were ſever Thouſand in Tjrael, beſide. Eli- 
jab, (though he rated. that he was the only 


one leſt, that not bowed the Knee to 
* the Image of Baal; even ſo; at this preſent 


| Time, faith St Paul, there is 4 Remnant . 
ing to the Election © 


Grace. 

That Part of 7 ſrael, who accepted * 
on the moſt gracious Terms of. the divine Au- 
thor of it, are ſtyled, by way of Eminence, 
% the Election ;” that is, they: who are choſen 
in Cuxisr, by Him who — err, as Veſſels 
of Mercy. he to the Unbelieving Part of this 
Nation, — = 1 as 4 People. lying 
down, loving But, in order to pre- 


ſerve the HR any Gentiles from Relapſe to In- 


fidelity, and from behaving in-the ſame con- 
temptuous manner toward the Jeios, wherewith 
they had behaved, in all Ages, toward the Hea- 


thens, St Paul hath Apa. to the Similitude 


of an Olive-tree, with ſome of its Branches 
broken off, and receiving ingraffed Cyons from 
a wild Olive: tree. The Root, it is ever to be 
remembered, is not ſuſtained by the Branches; 
but the Branches derive their Suſtenance from 
the Root. If, therefore, Gap ſpared not the 
natural Branches, the Jeu; the Gentiles, (Slips 
from the Olive-tree, that is wild by N ature, 
were to beware of Preſumption, fr Pride; 
and to take good Heed, 4% He alſo ſpare not 


them. For, be it duly noticed, ſuch of the Few: 
who continue not in a State of Unbelief, who 


Submit * unta the Righteouſneſs of G 0, 
a 
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St PAUL Epiſtle to the Ro ANS. 5 
ſhall be graffed in, ſhall receive Nouriſhment 
from the Root of the good Olive-tree, © the 
Iſrael of Gop.” For Gop is able to graf them 
in again. And, as to the Blindneſs of Heart, 
which hath befallen the Jews, as a Nation; this 
will not laſt for ever. When the Fulneſs of 
the Gentiles ſhall be come in, when that moſt 
happy Time ſhall come, that al/ the Nations, 
whom Go D hath made, ſhall come, and worſhip 
before Him; when” the King E of thi Wir 
ſhall become the Kingdoms of the Loxv, and of 
his Car1sT ; then ſhall be fulfilled that, whict 
was ſpoken by 1/aiab the Prophet, There ſhall 
come out of Zion ThE DELIVERER, and ſhall 
turn away Ungodlineſs from Jas.” Thus, All 
Iſrael shall be Saved. [3 

The Nation, that was called ih, 18 this lf 
that will believe in the Meſſab, foretold by their 
own Scriptures, — even by Mosss, the Pſalins, 
and the Prophets. 

Unbelief is the Sin both of the Few, and of 
the Gentile, But the Gop of Mercy findeth a 
Ranſom. Faith in Jesvs CuR1sT, (which hath 
no other Way of ſhewing its Sincerity, than by 
Obedience to his Commands) is the one ap- 
pointed Method, whereby Mankind ſhall * 
ſaved. 

Laſtly, The Apoſtle contemplating the ern 
cious Diſpenſations of HIM, whoſe Truth 
ſtandeth like the ſtrong Mountains, and whoſe 
Judgments are like the great Deep, breaks out 
in Admiration, with — Ole Depth of the e | 

| 1 an 


— — 


52 A VIEW of Part of 
both of the Miſdam and Knowlege cf Gop! How 
unſcarcbable are his Judgments, and his Ways paſt 
finding out ! For, who hath known the Mind of | * 
tbe LoRD, or, who hath- been bis Counſellor * Or, ( 
who bath firſt given to Him, and it sball be recom- . 
penced unto him again? For, of Him, and through ( 
Him, and to Him, are all Things: To whom be 1 
Glory for ever. Amen. | 
. Upon the Whole: The Apoſtle exprefſeth | * 
the moſt ardent Wiſhes, the moſt tender Af- a 
fection for thoſe of his own Nation, which it is je 
poſſible for Man to ſhew toward his Fellow- 1 ® 
Creatures. — It is the Will of Him, who in al 
all Perfections is Infinite, that they who ſeek 8. 
Righteouſneſs, not according to their own Fan- 
cies, but according to his divine Will, ſhould | 7 
be predeſtinated to Life everlaſting. Every In- n 
dividual of this unſpeakably happy Society was % 
foreſeen by divine Omniſcience. They acknow- be 
lege, with Humility and Thankfulneſs, that it | ©4 
is wholly owing to the Grace of Gop, that they en 
are diſtinguiſhed from others; that they have de 
nothing, which they did not receive. All Boaſting, 
either in Faith, or in Works, is renounced by I'. 
them. Without CurisT, (as CyRIsT himſelf 77 
tells them) they can do nothing. Thus free Grace of 
ſhines forth in Glory. | bei 
In other Words, thus — The Creator fore- Vet 
ſaw, that Man would fall from his Integrity. | co 
— A Redeemer 1s promiſed, and, in due Time, 
1s Born into the World. — As Man, He 1s de- 


ſcended from, and He comes unto that Line 
| of 
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St PAvL's Epiſtle to the RoMANs. 53 
of the Poſterity of Abraham, from which it was 


+ | foretold, that He ſhould be deſcended. They, 
F as a Nation, rejected Him, though many In- 


dividuals believed in Him. Theſe, together with 
5 the Believing Gentiles, are incorporated into one 
h Church, are made Partakers of the ſame Bleſs- 
| ings in, and by the ſame common Saviour. 


If you aſk the Reaſon why the Maelitisb Na- 
h tion is rejected, and the Nations of the Earth 
f. are accepted; the Anſwer is given: The former 
is | fet up their own Wills in oppoſition to the Will 
of Gop: The latter, with all Readineſs of Mind, 
n | and Humility of, Heart, accepted the proffered 
k Salvation, But the Gentzles are reminded of 
the Danger of Preſumption, and Self-conceit. 
dd They are to tale heed left they fall. They are 
not to zruft in tbemſelves, that they are Righteous, 
as and to deſpiſe others. The Outcafts of Iſrael will 
„ | be called in, and Gentiles may be caſt out; in 
it | caſe the Former ſeek Righteouſneſs by obedi- 
ey ent Faith in Jxsus, the CauR1sT; and the Lat- 
ve | ter fall into Pride, and Unbelief. And though 
g. it be foreſeen, and foretold, by the Spirit of 
Prophecy, (ſuch is the wilful Blindneſs of / 
elf e that, as a Nation, they will be the 14, 
ce of the Nations of the Earth, that will remem— 
ber themſelves, and be turned unto the Lox; 
e- | yet, when the Fuineſs of the Gentiles ſhall be 
come in, then all Yael thall be ſaved. This 
ae, | is the Lonp's doing, and it is marvellous in 
Je. | © our Eyes!“ 
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54 A View of Part, &c. 
It muſt now be ſubmitted to calm, and ſe- 


rious Conſideration, whether from this Part of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans, taken together, and 


not broken into ſeparate Parts, it ought to be 


inferred, that the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſ- 
tination, is the Doctrine of the great Apoſile of 
the Gentiles. ' 


A VIN- 
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VINDICATION 
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Seventeenth Article of Rel igion p 


5 T: E Book of Common Prayer” is 
given in Evidence, that the Doc- 

> trine of Univerſal Redemption, is 

the Doctrine of the Church of England. In 
the ſeriptural Sentences preceding the Exhorta- 
tion, in the Exhortation, and Abſolution, and 
alſo in the Bleſſing, where with the Morning 
and Evening Prayer are concluded, it is im- 
plied; and in the following Citations, it is 
expreſſly declared, In the Litany, we pray 
! E 4 to 


_— -* A Vinvication of the 
to the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 


that © it may pleaſe Him to bleſs, and keep 


all his People; — that it may pleaſe Him 


to bring into the Way of Truth all ſuch as 


have erred, and are EEE and, that He 


would have Mercy upon a Men.” — In the 


general Interceſſion, we humbly beſeech the 
Creator and Preſerver of all Mankind, for all 
Sorts and Conditions of Men, that He would 
be pleaſed to make his Ways known unto them, 
his ſaving Health unto all Nations; and, that 
all who profeſs, and call themſelves Chriſtians, 
may be led into the Way of Truth.” — And 


the General Thanksgiving © returns moſt hum- 


ble and hearty Thanks to Almighty Gop for 
all his Goodneſs, and Lon adacb to all 
Men.” In the Collect for the Sunday next be- 
fore Eaſter, Prayer is made to the Almighty and 
Everlaſting Gop, who, of his tender Love to- 
ward Mankind, hath ſent his Son to take upon 
tim our Fleſh, and to ſuffer Death upon the 
Croſs, that all Mankind ſhould follow the Ex- 
ample of his great Humility.” — In the ſecond 
and third Collects for Good Friday, Prayer is 


made * for 4 Eſtates of Men in the- holy 
Church; that every Member of the ſame, in his 
Vocation and Miniſtry, may truly and godlily 


ſerve Gop; and that, Hz who hath made all 
Men, and hateth nothing that He hath made, 


nor willeth the Death of a Sinner, but rather that 
he ſhould be converted and live, would have 
Mercy 
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Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels and He- 

retics.” — In the Collect for the third Sunday 
after Eaſler, wie beſeech Almighty Gop, who 
ſheweth Mercy to them that be in Error, to 
give the Light of his Truth, to the Intent that 
they may return into the Way of Righteouſ- 
neſs, that He would grant unto all them that 
are admitted into the Fellowſhip of Car1sT's 


Religion, that they may eſchew thoſe Things 


that are contrary to their Profeſſion,” In the 
Collect for the twenty fourth Sunday after Tri- 
nity, we pray, © that we may all be delivered 
from the Bands of thoſe Sins, which by. our 
Frailty we have committed.” —And in the Col- 
lect for St Andrew's Day, Supplication is made, 
* that Almighty Gop would —__ unto us al}, 
that we being called by his holy Word, ma 

forthwith give up ourſelves obediently to full 


his holy Commandments,” — The Prayer for 


the Church Militant, beſeecheth the divine Ma- 


jeſty,“ that al who confeſs his holy Name, 


may agree in the Truth of his holy Word, and 


live in Unity and godly Love.” —In the Poſt- 


Communion, „we beſeech our heavenly Fa- 


ther; through the Merits and Death of Jzsvs 


Cukisr, that we, and all te whole Church, 
may receive Remiſſion of our Sins.” And in 
the Anthem, Glory be to God on High,” 
there is repeated Acknowlegement, that CurIsT 
taketh away the Sins of the World. —Laſtly, In 
the-Commination, the Miniſter exhorts theCon- 
gregation 
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gregation © to return unto Gon, under the Aſ- 
turance, that He is ready to receive them, and 
molt willing to pardan them.” - | 
| Beſide theſe numerous Teſtimonies, that the 
Doctrine of Univerſal Redemption is the Doc- 
trine of the Eſtabliſhed Church, the following 
are produced from the Book of Homilies. — In 
the fame Year, (1562) that the Thirty nine Ar- 
ticles of Religion were Subſcribed, for the firſt 
Time, by the two Houſes of Convocation, the 
firſt Tome of Sermons, or Homilies, which had 
been publiſhed by Authority, in the Reign 
of Edward the Sixth, was republiſhed by 
Command of Queen E/:zabetb. In the Sermon 
« Of Declining from Gov,” or, (as it isintheRun- 
ning Title) Of Falling from Gon, are the Words 
following; Whereas Go p hath ſhewed to 
All that believe his Goſpel, the Face of Mercy 
in Jxsus CHRIST, - which doth fo lighten their 
Hearts, that they (if they beheld it as they ought 
to do) be transformed to his Image, be made 
Partakers of the heavenly Light, and of his 
holy Spirit, and be faſhioned like to him in all 
Godlineſs, requiſite to the Children of Go v. 
So, if after they do neglect the ſame, if they be 
unthankful unto him, if they order not their 
Lives according to his Example and Doctrine, 
and to the ſetting forth of his Glory; He will 
take from them his Kingdom, and his holy 
Word, whereby He ſhould reign in them; be- 
cauſe they bring not forth the Fruit that " 
looke 
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looked for.” — And in the ſecond Part of the 
ſame Sermon, it is ſaid, as followeth: Let us 
beware, leſt that we rejecting, or caſting away 
Gop's Word, be not at length caſt off fo far, 
that we become as the Children of Unbelief, 
which be of two Sorts; the one Sort, weighing 
their ſinful, and deteſtable Living, with the 
righteous judgment, and Straitneſs of Gop's 
Righteouſneſs, be ſo without Counſel, and be 
ſo Comfortleſs, that they will not be perſuaded 
in their Hearts, but either that He cannot, or, 
that He will not take them again to his Fa- 
vour. The other, hearing the loving, and large 
Promiſes of G o p's Mercy, and fo, not con- 


ceiving a right Faith thereof, make thoſe Pro- 


miſes larger than ever Go p did, truſting that, 
although they continue in their ſinful and de- 
teſtable Living never ſo long, yet that Go, at 
the End of their Life, will ſhew his Mercy un- 
to them, and then they will repent. And both 
theſe Sorts be in a damnable State, and yet; 
nevertheleſs, GoD, (THAT WILLETH not the 
Death of the Wicked) hath ſhewn Means, 
whereby both the ſame (if they take Heed in 
Seaſon) may eſcape.” And again, in the ſe- 
cond Part of the Homily Of the worthy Re- 
ceiving and reverend Eſteeming of the Sacra- 
ment of the Body and Blood of CHRIST, 
(Tome the ſecond) are theſe Words: Now 
it followeth to have with this Knowledge [of 
the ſpiritual Food in the Logp's Supper] a 3 
an 
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and conſtant Faith, not only that the Death of 
Enkisr is available for the Redemption of all 
the World, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and Re- 
conciliation with G o p the Father: But alſo, 
that He hath made upon his Croſs a full and 


ſufficient Sacrifice for thee, a perfect Cleanſing 


of thy Sins, ſo that thou acknowlegelt no other 


Saviour, Redeemer, Mediator, Advocate, In- 


terceſſor, but CHRIST only.“ 
Permit it to be obſerved a ſecond Time; the 


Sermons whence theſe Citations are taken, were 
Publiſhed, under the Sanction of Authority, in 


| the very ſame Year, that the Thirty nine Articles 


of Religion were ſubſcribed for the firſt Time 


by the two Houſes of Convocation. 


The Sermons teach the Doctrine of Univer- 


ſal Redemption, in Terms as clear, and as. 


ſtrong as Words can teach it: Is it imaginable 
then that the Seventeenth Article ſhould be in- 
tended to teach the Doctrine of abſolute Pre- 
deſtination? A Suppoſition totally repugnant 
to the Rule of doing to others as we would 
be done to; totally repugnant to every Rule of 
Juſtice and Equity! He, who in the Article 
before us 18 ſaid © to have conſtantly decreed to 
deliver from Curſe and Damnation thoſe whom 
He hath choſen in CHRIST out of Mankind, 
and to bring them by Car1sT to everlaſting 
Salvation;“ is repreſented in the holy Scriptures, 
unto which, in the conclucing Part Af the ſaid 
Article, we are referred, 2s n9 R ſpecler of Per- 


ſons; 


Dl Roan . T 


over all his Works. In the firſt Part of the a- 
vinely inſpired Writings, we find IEHOVAH him- 


ſelf, by the Mouth of his Servant Ezetzel, ſpeak- | 


ing thus; 4s I live, I baue no Pleaſure in the 
Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from his Way, and live. And in the ſecond 
Part of the ſame Scriptures, we find Him, of 
whom Moss and the Prophets did write,” call- 
ing to the Deſolate and Oppreſſed in theſe moſt 
gracious Terms; Come unto Me, ALL ye that la- 
bour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
Reſt, We find, that Gop willeth not that any 


ſhould periſh, but that ALL ſhould come to Re- 


pentance, We are told, to our great and end- 
leſs Comfort, that CurIsT gave Himſelf a Ran- 
ſom for AL L; and we are made acquainted, by 
the Redeemer himſelf, with the Reaſon why the 
Ranſom which would be paid by Him for ALL, 
would not be applied to ALL. YE WILL NOT 
(ſaith He to the Jews, and in Them to all no- 
minal Chriſtians) come unto Me, that ye might 


have Life. oY 


To conclude: It is the Doctrine of the Holy 
Scriptures, and it is the Doctrine of the Church 
of England, deduced from the Scriptures, that 
Gop cannot be tempted with Evil; nor tempteth 


He any Man: That Go p made Man upright ; 


that he hath ſought out many Inventions ; that 
CHRIST 
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ens; and, as the Father of Mercies, which are 


| 
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CarisT JESUS came into. the World: 10 ws Sin- 
ners; and that , Deſtruction i is of Joys 
ſat: I 

In a Word; We are e taught, chat Gov creat- 


| ” the World in Wifdom, — that He preſerves 


his Power; that He governs it by his 
— — — and: that He wi 8 Ir in 
Righteouſneſs, n ee et e TOE 
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Page 2. I. 4. for ftiler, read ftyles. | 
4. 1. 18, for coming to, r. coming into. 
— 6, Note, 1. g. after Univerfity, dele the Parentheſis. 
— 9. I. 1. for have broke, r. have broken. - | 
— Ibid. 1. 27. after for, a Comma. 

— 21. I. 8, for averſe to, r. averſe from. 
22. I. 5. for ſupream, r. ſupreme. SUE 
— 30. L 3+ for true, I, truly. 

— 43- I. 5. after Eighth, a Comma, 

— 48. I. 20. for That, r. that. 
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